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I.—F orREIGN Pourtics. 


ir 181 indi Bangavass iia Bawoavast 
Referring to the Amir’s proposed visit to England, the Lindi ) sor Bas 
> Amir’s cali visit to Of the 4th June entertains a fear lest the Amir’s June 4th, 1894. 
Ro travelling expenses should be paid out of the Indian 
exchequer. | 


II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


9 The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 29th May says that ‘Mr. Goad, the late Buapwaw Sanstvamr, 
Vr, Goad, the late District D istr ict Superintendent of P olice, Burdwan, had May 29th, 1894. 
cuperintendent of — Police, Ks. 800 decreed against him at the instance of his 
Burdwan. landlord, but he has gone home on pension without 
making any arrangement either with him or with his other creditors. Such 
conduct on the part of a highly-paid European officer 1s surprising. 


3, The Sahachar of the 30th May has the following :— SAHACHAR, 
A special detective police for Speaking of the tree-marking in Bihar, a Lon- — May 30th, 1894. 
India. don newspaper has expressed surprise at the absence 


in India of a system of espionage, such as exists in all the countries in conti- 
nental Europe. This shows how, with the conquest of India, Englishmen’s 
idea of personal liberty has become narrowed. Hitherto I:nglish writers and 
statesmen taunted Frenchmen and Russians with keeping a secret police and 
the spy system, but here is now an Englishman, the editor of an important 
London paper, actually proposing the establishment of a secret police in India. 
Though the English Judge and the English jury will not convict any one on 
the evidence of a spy, it is still likely that, like some contagious diseases, the spy 
system of continental Europe will soon get itself established in England. ‘There 
was a system of espionage in India under its Hindu and Musalman rulers, and 
it was used as a means of ascertaining the views of the people. A revival of 
the system has now become necessary, and there ought to be a special detective 
police, whose duty it will be to secretly ascertain the disposition of the people 
towards the Government. Since the inauguration of the Congress movement, 
Government has become suspicious of the people, and has been keeping an eye 
over the influential members of that movement as well as over the Musalmans, 
although they have kept aloof from it, Now, the ordinary police is not compe- 
tent to do this additional duty of watching the movements of the people. 
Let it therefore be confined to the duty of keeping watch and ward in the 
country and its hands will then be fully occupied in putting down the recrudes- 
cence of dacoity in the villages. But the duties of the special detective police should 
be ofan entirely different nature It should, for instance, inquire whether or 
hot there are ainong the Congressists any who are disaffected towards the 
Maharani, and whether or not there are in the country men who are in commu- 
neation with any foreign power, say, Russia or Turkey, or both. And enqui- 
nes of this nature will remove every suspicion from the mind of Government, and 
show that those who are now suspected of disloyalty are the truest pillars of the 
“ate. Let the number of such spies be as many as ever, they will, it is certain, 
“ar unanimous testimony to the loyalty of the Indians to British rule. The 
lict is the pe»ple have many grievances, and though the leaders among them 
jatstuntly harp on them, their motto is ‘reform’ and not ‘ruin.’ And when 
‘overninent shall come to know all this by secret enquiry, it will cease to 
lezard the Ilindus as a bad people. It is of course extremely unpleasant 
. be dozeed, but it is better even to be dogged than to remain suspected 
wud in suspense as at present. 

4. The DBanganivasi of the 1st June says that thefts, dacoitics, riots, 


eee Geen murders, oppression by the Police, and unrul 
- ase of crime in —— conduct on the part of soldiers, have become the 
bea’ of the day. Not a week passes but a report is received of the com- 
Po of some one or other of the above crimes in some place in the province. 
~ Hot to go further, does not a feeling of insecurity prevail within a few 
“ces of the Lieutenant-Governor’s palace itself? All this makes the writer 
te ra that it is not all right with the British Government. This state of things 

“ns serious discredit on Sir Charles Elhott’s administration, 


BaNGANIVasl 
Juno Ist, 1394, 
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5. The Pratikar of the lst June says that Government could not show 
its disregard of their feelings of its subjects better 
than by the promotion with which it hag lately 


rewarded the Police Inspector of Basantapur, who 
fired on the Hindus during the late riot at that place. 


The promotion of the Police 
Inspector of Basantapur. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist June says that the stamp vendors in 

the Bankura district have to suffer great logg 
in consequence of their being supplied with stamps 
two or three days after stamps have been indented 
and paid for by them. The stamp vendors are poor men, and their profit js 
very small,—not morethan one, or at most two, pice in therupee. Those amon 
them who come from a distance to purchase stamps have to remain at the 
head-quarters for two or three days, and thereby to incur expenses equal to an 
profit they may expect to make. It isto be hoped that the Treasury Officer 
will sec that the vendors are supplied with stamps at an early hour on the very 
day on which they pay for them. 

7. The Pratikar of the Ist June says that great oppression is com. 
mitted in connection with the recovery of Govern. 
ment dues, such as the road cess, the public works 
cess, &c,, by the issue of certificates to wrong partics. And lakhirajdars jointly 
owning any property are the greatest sufferers in consequence of such mistakes, 

~8. The Sanjvani of the 2nd June finds fault with the present. system of 
appointing Honorary Magistrates, in which regard 
of : : : 
is paid only to the wealth of the nominees, but not 
to their education and private character. In a 
recent case in Ulubaria the Honorary Magistrates had recourse to lottery, as a 
means of ascertaining the guilt or innocence of the accused! 

9. The Bankura correspondent of the same paper complains of the 

is teks eat ct ungentlemanly conduct of the Sadar Munsif of that 

' place towards parties, pleaders and mukhtars. The 

Munsif is also very (slow in his work, which causcs great trouble to parties. 

The want of a waiting-room is a great inconvenience to those practising in this 
Munsif’s court. | 

10. Tho same correspondent of the same paper cannot understand why, in 
contravention of the rule which prohibits a Govern- 
mont officer being kept long at one station, Babu 
Krishna Govinda Goswami, the Magistrate’s clerk | 
in Bankura, has been allowed to remain in that station for more than thirty 
years. The result of this has been that outsiders or those who are not relatives 
of this clerk seldom get any appointment under the Magistrate. 

11. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 3rd June writes to the 
editor to say that if he enquires he will be con- 
vinced of the truth of the charges which have been 
brought by him (the correspondent) against the 
Deputy Magistrate of Manikganj. The chargesare that he abused Babu So-and- 
so, habitually abuses his amla and the witnesses in his court, treats the police with 
indulgence, and attaches undue importance to its statements in the trial of cases, 
and makes accused persons suffer in their purse by requiring them to furnish bail 
on more than one charge. Jagat Babu, the amin of the Dacca Civil Court, can 
bear testimony to the truth of this statement. The editor is also asked to 
enquire into the acts of oppression which were and are being committed by the 
Deputy Magistrate in connection with the collection of subscriptions for the 
school fund. Ile used the proceeds of this fund in excavating a tank on the 
west of his lodging house and adjoining it for the use of his own men. C 


should bs asked to publish an account of the money received by him on account 
of subscriptions for the school fund. | | 

12. A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 4th June says that Um 
25th May last was the date fixed for the tra!” 
three cases before the Santipur Honorary Bene: 


But as the Magistrates did not turn up, the parties and their pleaders, mu 


Supply of stamps to stamp- 
vendors in Bankura. 


The certificate process. 


Appointment 


Honorary 
Magistrates. 


The 
Bankura. 


Magistrate’s clerk in 


Charges against the Deputy 
Magistrate of Manikyanj, Dacca. 


The Santipur Honorary Bench. 
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away after waiting in court from 11 a.m. to4pP.mM. The vacancy 
a Men the Honotery Bench sd the death of Babu Kisori Lal Sarkar has not 
arg oon filled up, and the correspondent thinks that no one ought to be appoint- 
y rf his place The number of the Honorary Magistrates instead of elng 
‘eoreliond should be reduced by compelling one or two incompetent and indolent 


men to resign. 
13. The Charu Mihir of the 5th June says that the amla of the Road-cess 
Department can at their discretion issue notices for 
ayment of road-cess against only one or two 
co-sharers of @ mahal instead of against all, and the co-sharers so served with 
nutices are bound to pay the whole amount of the cess for the mahal. ‘The 
esult of this procedure is that many co-charers can evade payment of the cess 
by pleasing the amla. 


Road-cess notices. 


(d)—Education. 


14, The Sahachar of the 30th May has the following on the present 
University system of education :— 

The Amrita Bazar Puatrika is undoubtedly 
correct when it says that the present system of 
University education in this country is mainly responsible for the ill health of 
its young men, and for many premature deaths among them. The young men 
have to read books on a large variety of subjects, and to spend so much time 
and labour for the purpose, that their constitution breaks down under the strain. 
This happens not only in Bengal, but also in other parts of India, for 
Mr, Justice Ranade has deplored the existence of precisely the same state of 
things in Bombay. According to Dr. Bhandarkar, Hindu boys break down so 
soon, simply because they do not eat flesh. If so, how is it that even those 
boys who do eat flesh are not found to fare better? Again, how isit that, though 
the students in the old Sanskrit tols laboured hard in their studies, they still 
kept excellent health? The fact is, the present system taxes the energy of the 


The effects of the present Thi- 
versity system of education. 


student to the utmost, and the small amount of ig hewgg exercise supplied by 


cricket and foot-ball, cannot compensate for the 
among middle-class people in the towns has now greatly improved, and the 
increasing number of Kalisthans there shows that flesh-eating has made 
considerable progress among them. But all this has by no means tended to 
improve the health of the student class. On the other hand, though flesh was 
very sparingly eaten, and people’s standard of living was much lower thirty 
years ago, the students turned out by the Hindu, Hooghly, Krishnagore and 
Dacca Colleges in those days were not bankrupts in health. This was due to 
their having been brought up under a healthier system of ‘education. ‘Those 
who appeared at the old junior scholarship examination were not inferior to 
those who now appear at the Entrance examination, and the only difference 
between them was that the former had not to read so many useless subjects as 
the latter are required to do to the detriment of their health. 


The vagaries of the University authorities often add to the difficulties of 
the students. The new rule requiring them to answer questions in Sanskrit in 
the Devanagari character will, for certain, add to the troubles of the Bengali 
stulents without in the least benefiting them. It 1s said that students in this 
Country give up all study after taking their University degrees. This is true, 
and the explanation is that the taking of the degrees costs them so dearly in 
mind and body that they aro forced to lead indolent lives thereafter. It is 

ith time, therefore, that the present system of University education was 
Changed. It is a system which has up to this time tended to create a race of 
Indolent men of education, who will be of no earthly use to themselves or to 
anybody else. If this state of things had happened in any European country, 
Temedial measures would have been taken by this time. In England, the 
TMulitary authorities complain that insufficient food and insanitary dwellings are 
“teriorating the health of the lower classes, and good recruits for the arm 
“unot therefore be had. This shows that the matter is attracting the attention 
oF the authorities. But in India, and in Bengal in particular, Government takes 
10 interest in the question of the physical deterioration of the people. 


oss. The style of living 


CHaRvu MiHir, 
June 5th, 1894. 


SaHACHAR 
May 30th, 1894. 
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15. The Pankura Darpan of the Ist June says that the Bankura Djaq,.- 

| Board has established several middle Enwlie 

Dr Martin's attitude towards : I 6 English and 

village schools iv the Baukura middle vernacular schools, and occasionally help 

district. them with contributions towards their building a 

repairing expenses. But Dr. Martin, Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Division 

has now advised the District Board to withhold such assistance in future. It j. 

not easy to sce how the villagers, burdened as they already are with various 

cesses, will find money to provide buildings for their schools and to repair those 
buildings when necessary. 

16. The Sanjivani of the 2nd June has the following :— 

The Sub-Inspectors of Schools. The improvement of the middle class 
schools and pathsalas depends to a great extent oy 
the Sub-Inspectors of Schools. Where the Inspector isan educated and industry. 
ous man, taking a keen interest in educational progress, the condition of the 
schools and pathsalas is found to be very satisfactory. We are very much 
pleased with the rules which Government made last year on the subject of the 
appointment of Sub Inspectors. But the mere appointing of able and educated 
men will not do if the authorities do not at the same time ensure that they 
shall work heartily, and with contented minds. Both under the Supreme and 
under the Provincial Government clerks begin service on a salary of Rs. 30 or 
Ks, 40, and in a short time come to draw salaries of Rs 100 or Rs. 150, or 
even of Its. 200 or Rs. 300. But many educatel teachers in Government 
schools, as well as many able Sub-Inspectors, serve all their lives on small salaries, 
Judges, Magistrates, Deputy Magistrates, as well as clerks and officers in man 
other departments, are promoted to higher grades every four or five years, t 
isa wonder, however, that many Sub-Inspectors cannot enter even the lowest . 
grade of the Educational Service even after serving with credit for fifteen or 
sixteen years. 

Work not done heartily is seldom done well. We have learnt by enquiry of 
many Sub-Inspectors that they are all dissatisfied and devoid of enthusiasm and 
energy. And no wonder. A travelling allowance of 2 annas per mile is not 
sufficient to cover even the expenses of travelling in a cart. These Sub- 
Inspectors never reccive any increase of pay, and have to walk on foot and 
without food ovor wide fields, under hot suns, and in drenching showers. 
Where is the man that can have life and energy left in him, living a life of 
such continuous hardship ? What wonder that the Sub-Inspector’s inspection 
of a school should consist of only a few questions from Dharapat, and the 
consumption of a few chilluns ? 

We have always recommended an improvement in the status of the 
Sub-Inspectors. When Sir Alfred Croft first introduced the graded system in 
the Educational Service, there were one hundred men in the Ks. 80 to Ks. 70 
grade. But the number was soon reduced to 50 in order to provide for the 
speedy promotion of the higher officers. 

Grievances on the score of pay and travelling allowances are not the only 
erievances of the Sub-Inspectors. They have many other grievances. When 
District Boards were first established in most districts in Bengal, only the 
schools and pathsalas within municipal, khas mahal, and cantonment limits 
-were kept under Government management, and all other schools: and pathsalas 
were made over to the Boards. Thus only one or two Sub Inspectors were 
retained in Government service in a district. The sufferings of the Sub- 
Inspectors, whose services were transferred to the Boards, knew no bounds. 
The ‘roads within municipal and cantonment limits being very good, the 
Sub-Inspectors formerly used to inspect the schools within those limits during 
the rainy season, leaving the inspection of the schools in the interior for the 
hot and cold seasons, and they had not therefore to suffer much in the way of 
touring. But as things now stand, the Sub-Inspectors in the service ° 
Govermnent have good roads all the year round, but the Sub-Inspectors under 
the Boards have to wade through mud and water in the rainy season. F ormerly, 
the Sub Inspectors were required to please only the Magistrate, the 
Inspector, and the Deputy Inspector, but they are not safe now-a-days if pe | 
‘annot please every member of a District “Fave j and the above officers a8 We™ 
Woe to the Sub-Inspector who does not show partiality to the school or pe 
of tho village in which a member of a District este | resides, or who does not 
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cist a member of a District Board in ae the school or pathsala of the 
: “lla ro. towards which the latter is ill-disposed from party-feeling. Under 
i circumstances, the Sub-Inspectors of Schools are losing their independence. 

Indeed, we clearly see that this class of officers is daily deteriorating. And 

Government has made another arrangement which threatens to complete their 

jeterioration. It is that when the post of any Sub-Inspector placed under a 

District Board will fall vacant, the vacancy will not be filled up by the Govern- 

ment but by the Board. We are alarmed to think of the harm that will be 

Jone to primary education by this arrangement. There is immense difference 

between service under Government and service under the Board, In the 

Government service, there are provision for pension and gradual promotion, 

and appeals up to the Government of India in cases of dismissal, as well as 
such excellent leave arrangements as medical leave, privilege leave, and furlough. 

The initial pay of Sub-Inspectors in the Government service 18 also not less than 

Rs. 50. In service under a District Board there 18 no pension, no certainty 

even of a gratuity (it being optional with the Board to allow it or not), no 

promotion except at the pleasure of the Board and when the state of the 

Board’s finances allows of it, no leave, or pay except at tho pleasuro of the 

Board, and no appeal against unjust dismissal. Two years ago the District 

Board of the 24-Parganas appointed three Sub-Inspectors, on a pay of Rs. 30 

with a travelling allowance of Rs. 20. When the post of Sub-Inspector was 

first created, the pay of that post was fixed at Rs. 30. Nor was there any lack 

of men to fill up those posts. And yet the Education Commission recommended 

that the pay of that post should be raised to Rs. 50, The status of an officer 

is closely connected with his pay. Of the three Sub-Inspectors appointed in 

the 24-Parganas district, two were graduates. But one of them gave up his 
office in five or six months on securing the head-mastership of an English 
school, and the other appeared in the last B.L. examination. ‘This must be 
the inevitable result of velaaul pay. 

The Inspector of Schools, Presidency Circle, Rai Radhika Prasanna 
Mukharji Bahadur, wrote last year a well-reasoned note in favour of keeping 
the Sub-Inspectors under Government control. The note was circulated among 
Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors, Commissioners, Magistrates, and District Boards 


for opinion. It is said that every one of the Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors: 


and most of the Commissioners, Magistrates, and Distsict Boards have expressed 
themselves in favour of that proposal. We are anxious to know what Govern- 
ment dues in this matter. 


(e)—Local Self-Governmen tand Municipal Administration. 


17, The Murshidabad-H.taishi of the 30th May says that the uncleansed 
cess-pools within the local municipality have 
become a serious nuisance, and asks the Commis- 
sioners to take steps with a view to putting the 


Uneleansed cess-pools in Mur- 
shidabad. 


nuisance down, 
l8. The Pratikar of the 1st June has the following :— 


It is surely the writer’s misfortune that though 


, he has repeatedly exposed the condition of the 
pounds in the mufassal, he has failed to draw the attention of the authorities 


to the matter. He will not, however, desist until he has succeeded in rousin 


Treatment of impounded cattle. 


the authorities from their sleep, although in doing so he may run the risk of 


being considered an impudent man. 

Government seldom does anything now-a-days with a sincere motive. It 
boasts of having granted the people the privilege of local self-government, but 
the people hardly know as yet that they really enjoy that privilege. District 

cards, it is true, have been created under the Local Self-Government Act, but 
they are merely so many scapegoats upon which Government throws every 
unpleasant duty, the execution of which would bring discredit upon itself. | 

Among other things, the pounds have been made over to the District Boards, 
“arly with the object of screwing the largest revenues out of them in these 
Mes of financial difticulty. Accordingly, the Boards hold a public auction eve 
seu at which pounds are farmed out to the highest bidder. This system of 


‘unning has created a class of people whose sole business is to take the lease of 
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pounds and make a livelihood out of their proceeds, and, as they have te 
secure the lease at very high prices, they leave no stone unturned to make the 
largest profit out of them. They employ agents to steal other people’s cattle and 
bring them to the pounds, and keep the impounded cattle in an open place with. 
out giving them any food all the time they are kept impounded, These farm. 
ers of pounds are generally Musalmans, who are not much disposed to show 
any kindness to the animals, and the high prices which they have to pay to 
secure the leases make them utterly indifferent to the comforts of the impounded 
animals. It is painful to the Hindus to think of the way in which the poor 
animals are treated in the pounds. But alas! oppression of cattle has become the 
order of the day! | 


19. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st June says that the rate-payers of the 
Bankura Municipality are dissatisfied with the 
results of the re-assessment. There is no holdin 
tax in the municipality, but only a tax on monthl 
income at the rate of 12 annas per one hundred rupees, This rule is strictly 
observed in the case of employés, as their income is certain, but not in the case 
of traders whose income cannot be easily known. If the municipality wish 
to remove dissatisfaction from the mind of the rate-payers, it should take the 
trouble to determine accurately each rate-payer’s income, and tax him accord. 
ingly. 

20. The Mitavadi of the 1st June publishes a Ietter complaining of irre. 
rularities in the supply of filtered water in Calcutta— 
irregularities which prove a source of positive incon- 
venience in the present intense heat. Water is now supplied from 5-30 or 64s. 
in the morning to 5-30 P.M. in the evening, and during that short time is supplied 


at high pressure only for 6 or 7 hours. It is hoped that the Municipal Commis. 
sioners will attend to the matter. 


21. <A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 4th June says that, now 
Public latrines inthe Santipur that the Santipur Municipality is constructing a 
Municipality. _ few public latrines within the town, it ought to set 
_ some of these for the exclusive use of women. ‘The same latrine with two 
closets separated by means of a partition should not be permitted to be used by 
both males and females, If separate latrines for the exclusive use of females 
are not provided for in a place like Santipur, the Magistrates will have to try 
lots of cases under sections 334 and_376 of the Penal Code. | 


22. Acorrespondent of the Charumihir of the Sth June says that during 

Bad drinking-water in certain the months of Asvin and Aartik last year, severe 
villages in tne Mymensingh cholera raged in Nagarbari and the adjoiming 
ener villages in the Mymensingh district, owing to the 
villazers drinking the water of the rivulet Lauhajangha, whose mouth gets 
silted up in winter, and whose water, in consequence, becomes unfit for drink. 
ing purposcs. In Nagarbari alone the number of deaths was 150. It 1s hoped 


that the District Board will make some arrangement for a pure water-supply, 
and avert a similar calamity in future. 


23. A rate-payer of the Mymensingh Municipality complains in the same 
Collection of rates in the paper that a distress warrant was issued against him 
Mymensingh Municipality. for two quarters’ rates, though the tax-collector 


Re-assessment in the Bankura 
Municipality. 


Water-supply in Calcutta. 


dhad never before come to him to ask for the same. 


24. A correspondeut of the same paper complains of water scarcity I 
Water scarcity in a villagein LPalisé, in the ‘langail subdivision of the Mymet 
the Mymensingh district. sinch district, and says that though a memorial on 
the subject was addressed to the Local Board six years ago, no notice seems to 
have been taken of it. A fresh memorial was submitted in April last. 


(9)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


25. The Vikrampur of the 31st May draws attcntion to the incovenience 
— Want of canals in Vikrampur which is felt by the people of Vikrampur, in the 
in the Dacca district. . Dacca district, for the want of either roads or canals 
in the place. The writer suggests the excavation of canals in preference to the 
construction of roads, because canals will benefit all classes of the communlty 
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and will afford special facilities to trade, whilst roads benefit only the wealthier 
re The Banganivasi of the 1st June says that the order issued by the 
wee of the Southern authorities of the Southern Mahratta Railway, that 
Mihraita Railway Company. none but Europeans and Eurasians will be employed 
‘nthe line, and that none but Eurasians will be employed as plate-layers and 
assistant plate-layers, 1s calculated to do much harm at a time when there is 
the impression abroad that the natives are disaffected towards Government. 
And this order has even been interpreted to mean that Government itself 
jeans to exclude natives from the public service. It is to be hoped that Lord 
Evin will make enquiries about the order, and either satisfy himself and the 
public that natives are unfit to be employed in the railway service, or require 
the order to be withdrawn. ) | oe 
97, The Daccu Gazette of the 4th June blames the Tippera District Board 
Proposal fora new road in the for neglecting to repair that portion of the Elliott 
Tippera district. road which runs from Chandpur through Bogra, 
&c., to Raipur, . but at the same time proposing to construct a new road from 
Chandpur to Bogra by which the distance between the two places will be 
shortened by only one mile—a proposal which should show how the District 
Board is prone to waste the rate-payers’ money. 


(h)— General. | 


28. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 29th May has learnt that the enquiry 
ordered by the Postmaster-General has not elicited 
the real facts about the recent quarrel between the 
Postmaster of Burdwan and the peons under him. 
The writer will not say why this has been so. The 
Postmaster-General has been given to understand that the Postmaster recom- 
mended the transfer of the peons simply because they had struck work. _ 

29. A Mymensingh correspondent of the Charumihir of the 29th Ma 

complains of the loss and inconvenience which 
is caused to parties 1n cases under section 82 of the 
Indian Registration Act by the detention of documents till the cases are finally 
disposed of. The parties are thus compelled either to have them registered 
at head-quarters, often on payment of double fees, or to let their registration 
be barred by limitation by not having them registered within wag! days. A 
large number of such cases are now pending in the Mymensingh district. In 
the appeal case No. 69 of 1893, the document impounded could not be found 
when it was wanted for registration. It is hoped that Mr. Radice, the 
Officiating Magistrate of Mymensingh, will remove the grievance complained 
of by causing documents to be returned for registration and calling for them 
when required for the purposes of cases. | 

30. The Sahachar of the 30th May remarks as follows :— 

According to a London newspaper, the Secre- 
tary of State contemplates borrowing in England 
for the purpose of paying off the rupee debt of the 
Government of India. The Standard has contradicted this statement, and the 
writer hopes that His Lordship will not do such a foolish act. It will bea 
political blunder not only to pay off the rupee debt, but also to reduce the 
interest on that debt from Rs. 4 to Rs. 3 per cent. The possession of 
Government securities by people is a guarantee of their loyalty to Government. 
As regards the reduction of the rate of interest on those securities, even the 
existing rate of 4 per cent. is considered low in a poor country like India, and 
ts reduction will give rise to suspicions in the minds of the people—a result 
Which will also be brought about by borrowing in gold in England. A reduc- 
tion of the rate will also induce people to buy foreign securities. Suppose 
‘AUussian securities come in to the Indian market and English brokers begin to 
deal in them, how will Government provent natives from buying them? It 
Will therefore be a grave blunder to pay off the rupee debt, and a yraver 
Llunder still to reduce the rate of interest on it. 

31, The Darussultanat and Urdu Guide of the 3lst May says that the 
despatch which the Government of India has sent 
home to the Sccretary of State on the subject of 


The quarrel between the Post- 
waster ot Burdwan and the peons 
ander him. 


A registration complaint 


Paying off of the rupee debt and 
teducing the interest on it. 


The riot despatch. 
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the cow-killing riots, does not seem to have been written after proper 
enquiry. 
Whaioves Dr. Leitner may say against the slaughter of cows for rel; ious 
purposes, it is undeniable that the practice has been prevalent among Musa. 
mans, not only in India but in Arabia also, from time immemorial. Govern. 
ment. is therefore morally bound to support the Musalmans in‘ their religious 
practico of cow-slaughter. If Government wants to stop the practice on th. 
vround that it wounds the religious feelings of the Hindus, it should also 
abolish idolatry which wounds Musalman feeling. It should be understood 
that the Musalmans will oppose the Hindus to the death in their attempts to 
check cow-slaughter. | | 

32. Tho Bharat Mitra of the 31st May does not consider it a well-advised 

Sir Charles Crosthwaite’s Bagr-id action on the part of Sir Charles Crosthwaite to haye 
precautions. stationed troops in those places where there js any 
likelihood of a recurrence of the Bagr-i riots. For the mere sight of the 
troops will make the people think that Government wants to be zudbberdust jn 
religious matters, and may in this way serve as an incitement to them to show 
hostility to the troops. : 

What Sir Charles Crosthwaite should do is to issue strict instructions to al] 
district officers to warn the Hindus not to visit the Muhammadan quarters of 
towns and villages on the day of the Baqr-id festival, and the Muhammadans not 
to slaughter cows in Hindu quarters. Sir Charles should also personally make 
a tour of those places where quarrels are likely to break out, a week before the 


‘festival, as such a visit will be eminently calculated to prevent the people from 


quarrelling. 


33. The Samay of the 1st June, referring to the precautions proposed to 
be adopted by Government to prevent riots on 


the occasion of the approaching Baqr-id. festival, 
says that it is certainly desirable that riots should be prevented, but care should 


The Bagr-id precautions. 


be taken not to offend any community without cause. 


34. The Mitavadi of the lst June says that in the cow-killing question 

The precautions and the Govern. the Provincial Governors are favouring the Musal- 
ment’s motives. mans and snubbing the Hindus. ‘To take the case 
of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal first. His Honour is a great Hindu hater, 
and he and the Anglo-Indian officers are always trying to have the Hindus 
maltreated by the Musalmans. And this effort of theirs has not been wholly 
unsuccessful. In the course of his reply to the Honourable Dr. Rashbehari 
Ghosh’s remark in the Viceroy'’s Legislative Council, His Honour said, “If wide- 
spread and nefarious conspiracies were hatched over a large extent of country, 
leaving the Hindus to attack Muhammadans, &c., &¢.”? His Honour thus 
plainly intimated that it was the Hindus who invariably attacked the Musalmans, 
and that the main object of the Bill was to prevent such attacks. Will not the 
District Magistrates and the Police Superintendents oppress the Hindus aiter 
such an expression of opinion by His Honour? 

The Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces has ruled that 
except on occasions of festivals, cows shall be killed in slaughter-houses alone. 
It is therefore clear that Musalmans will be able to kill cows in their own houses 
at festivals upon permission taken from municipalities. ‘The municipalities will 
be bound to grant such permission, if asked for, and they may at the best ask 
the Musalmans who will receive such permission to take all possible care not 1 
wound the religious feeling of the Hindus. But will the Musalmans pay a0y 
heed to this advice after receiving such encouragament from Government! An 
then, even if the desire to wound Hindu feeling be in any case absent, cow® 
may have to be killed before the eyes of Hindus on account of the smallness of 
the village area. What took place at Bareilly last year should make every y 
sce that advice of that nature has little chance of being heeded or followed. 

No such mischief could happen if it were ruled that cows should on all 
occasions be killed in slaughter-houses. Nothing but a desire to wound Hindu 
feeling could have prompted Government to make the rule it has made. | 

The despatch of the Government of India on the cow-killing question als0 
shows that it is of the same opinion as the Provincial Governments. | 

Lhe witter besecches Government to remedy this evil, or the peace of the 
country will be seriously disturbed. The vilest worm, if trampled upo® ” 
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fron, will try to bite the oppressor, and the Hindus are not worms, but men. 

\nd though the Hindus are a very loyal people, thoy can sacrifice their lives 
‘or their religion. — ' 

“" "35 A correspondent of the same paper thus notices Babu Dwarkanath 

Ganguli’s defence of Sir Charles Elliott, published 

oe ae ee in the Sanivani newspaper (Report on Native Papers 

Baba Bg rags eo ticar on week ending the 19th May, 1894, paragraph 

It is surprising to find Babu Dwarkanath turn, all on a sudden, an 
adyoeate of Sir Charles Elliott. Babu Dwarkanath is angry because og om 
slame Sir Charles Elliott. But he has failcd to see that people also praise Sir 
(harles whenever Ilis Honour does praiseworthy action, Every Bengali praised 
iy Charles Elliott when he appointed Babu Dwarkanath’s wife, Mrs. adambin1 
Ganguli, out-door Lady Doctor in the Eden Ifospital. Babu Dwarkanath says 
‘hat Sir Charles Elliott ought not to be blamed for promoting Mr. Skrine or for 
vesting Mr. Radice with increased powers, for both these orders oe | have 
heen passed by the Lieutenant Governor’s officials: without his knowle lge, for 
it is not possible for a Governor to look to everything, any more than it 1s for 
a newspaper editor to be responsible for every statement that is made in his 
paper. Let it be granted that the orders in question were passed b his 
Honours officials. But how was it that the Licutenant-Governor did not 
cancel those orders when the fact was brought to lis notice by the press ? 
Had he then stopped his ears with cotton ? 

It must also be remembered that it is the head of the administration who 
is responsible for everything which is done under him, no matter whether it was 
Jone by himsclf or by his subordinates, just as an editor is held responsible 
for everything appearing in his paper, no matter whether it was written by 
himself or by some other person. | 

36. The Sunjivani of the 2nd June says that, on the day on which the 
Empress’ Birthday was observed in India, the 
British troops got an allowance of four annas per 
head; and taking the strength of the British arm 
in India at seventy thousand, the allowance cost Rs, 17,500. But was any 
_ Jlowance given to the native troops ? | 

37. ‘The Bankura correspondent of the same paper says that Babu 

Bhuban Mohan laha, a retired Deputy Magis- 
trate, and now Sub-Registrar of Bankura, is a man 
| of bad temper, who often insults and causes much 
trouble to parties and witnesses. Besides, being an old man and affected with 
‘he yout, he writes very slowly, thus causing unnecessary delay in the 
iespatch of business, and trouble to parties. His son, Babu Basanta Kumar 
haha, is also a Deputy Magistrate, and is now in this district. But he has 
purchased land in Bankura, and is having a house built upon it. 

38. The Bangavasi of the 2nd June admits the necessity of the pre- 


cautions which are being taken by Government 
| to prevent a recurrence of the Bagr-ld riots 
is year, but exhorts the authorities to be careful that no oppression is com- 
mitted upon the people in taking the precautions themselves, for oppressions 


ire generally committed in places in which the police or the military are 
statloned, 


Birthday allowance to British 
iPeaps 


Baby Bhuban Mohan Raha, 
~u)-Revistrar of Bankura. 


Lhe Bayr-Id precautions. 


39. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the inconvenience 
es which is felt by the people of Madia within the 
A postal grievance. 


jurisdiction of the Virojpur thana in the Barisal 
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listrict, for the want of a post-office in the village, which contains about five _ 


handred residents. The attention of the Postal authoritities of East Bengal is 
‘Uvited to the matter. 


49. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th June says that if a man 
is petted he is sure to -grow unreasonable in his 


Lote hla nl preferred te demands. And this has been the case with the 
tw seg Musalmans, so that even the Ptoneer is now 
oT ; annoyed at their unreasonable demands, and advisin 
ti to Increase their fitness for the public service. This is precisely the 
“vice Sir David Barbour gave them, sitting on the Education Commission. 
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But all British officers do not love justice like Sir David Barbour. Of the $i 
District Judgeships in the North-Western Provinces, four are held by eat 
mans, though the Hindus there are far more qualified than the Musalmans 
Again, of the two Calcutta Magistrateships, one is held by an Englishma, 
and the other by a Musalman, although three-fourths of the metropolitan popv- 
lation are Hindu. ‘The rule now is that a Musalman should be given mL a 
rence over a more competent Hindu. And instructions to this effect, it is gaiJ 
have been issued in a secret circular, But justice, it should be borne in ming 
is the soul of good Government and the chief means of keeping a peopl 
satisfied. 

41. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th June says that, findine 

his thias-Ba piotbiibins. many Englishmen here, as well as in England, in 

a state of great uneasiness on account of the smear. 

ing of trees, the authorities in this country thought it necessary to do some. 
thing to allay this excitement. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor of the North. 
Western Provinces has, with this object in view, ordered troops to be stationed 
at different places within his jurisdiction. The object of that order, as given 
out, is the prevention of riots on the occasion of the Baqr-Id festival. But 
it is easy to see that the removal of the fear which has taken possession of 
the Anglo-Indian mind is another object of this order. It is suspected that 


similar arrangements have also been made in Bihar and other provinces. 


Big officials are men of big intellects, who are not likely to attach any 
importance to what a native editor may say. But the writer would still say 
that no rebellion need be apprehended,.and that there is no need of stationing 
troops anywhere. It will be very easy to prevent riots if Sir Lepel Griffin's 
advice is accepted. Let Government see that extensive and unrestricted cow- 
slaughter does not take place anywhere, and that the religious feelings of the 
Hindus are not wounded. Permission to slaughter cows in 24 slaughter- 
houses in Bareilly is not. a measure calculated tv promote peace. Such untre- 
stricted ssaieaalaies never before took place in Bareilly. Why should, then, 
the English Government permit such extensive cow-slaughter? If measures 
like these are not adopted, no troops will be needed; but if unrestricted cow- 
slaughter is permitted, it does not appear very likely that even troops will be 
able to keep the maddened Hindus quict. Mischief often happens through tlie 
fault of the officials, and the officials should therefore be warned by Govern- 
ment. | | 

The soldiers and officers, too, should be directed to behave gently and with 
yroat circumspection. Innocent people often have to suffer at the hands of 
troops. English troops are being sent to many places in the North-Western 
Provinces. English troops will also probably be stationed in Bihar, It. will 
be a happy thing if a remedy like this does not aggravate the disease—an 
effect which is often produced by such remedies, ‘I'he officials in the North- 
Western Provinces did many wrong things on the occasion of the Bagr-Jd, and 
Sir Charles Crosthwaite did wrong by supporting those acts, and by laying all 


the blame on the Hindus. Let not the folly committed on the occasion of the 


last Bagr-Id be repeated on the occasion of the coming festival, and peace will 


_be kept without any effort on the part of Government. 


42. The Charu Mihir of the 5th June says that Government proposes 1 
prevent riots on the occasion of the approaching 
Bagr-Id festival with the help of troops, who will 
be at liberty to fire, if need be. But should not other and better means ot 
keeping the peace be tried before resorting to such an extreme measure? Christ 


says, ‘‘ Blessed are the peace-makers,” but he does not certainly mean peace 
making with the help of troops. ; 


The Bagr-Id precautions. 


III.— LEuISLATIVE. 


43. The Suhachur of the 30th May has the following in the course : . 
The Sanitary Drainage Bill, shad headed ‘ You want water, but yous B 
rains :— 

Sir Charles Elliott takes every opportunity of preaching to the pers 
of this country the necessity, on sanitary grounds, of good drainage ane 8 ith 
drinking-water. And because these two things are necessary for their health, 
the people, His Honour contends, ought to pay increased taxes for them. 


( a } 


they get good drains and good drinking-water, they will not fall ill so often 
43 now, and will be spared the necessity and the expense of calling in doctors: 
so that, in the long run, it will be advantageous to them to secure these two 
blessings by paying increased taxes. Now, as English piece-goods will not 
bear much wear and tear, so this English argument will not bear examination. 
During the Crimean War, unlike the F rench soldiers, every one of whom was 
furnished with a portable tent that gave him shelter at night, the soldiers of 


~ 
~ 
~~ 
o~o 


emia 


gi qe lf these 
be removed, and 


‘ portion even of the scanty meal on which he lives. 


vathered at the gates of the Lieutenant-Governor’s and the Viceroy’s palaces, 


‘nd in the offices of the mufassal authorities, in order to protest against the 
Let Government inform the ee by beat of tom-tom of its 


o, and hear what the people say. 


measure, 
lhntenty . ° 
‘Mention, and it will see what the people 


a 
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The Anglo-Indian community, and especially their organs in the press, denounce. 
the people as a disaffected class; but who is to blame if Government itself SOWs 

the A of disaffection ? SS. 

It must be admitted that the Bill has been framed with the best of Motives 
Indeed, Government’s motive in framing it is the only thing about it which 


has the writer's ps but the Bill itself is absolutely indefensiljlo. 


Passed into law it will prove a thunderbolt for the raiyats, while it will totally 


‘fail to achieve its object. It is, at all events, the first duty of the Goyer). 


ment at present to have the Bill translated into the vernacular of the province, 


‘and to have copies of the translation sent to every village. Will Government 


venture to do this? 

One of the strangest things about the Bill is that though it professes t, 
be a Drainage Bill, it is completely silent about the sort or system of drains 
which will be constructed. Thisis probably because Government itself has 
as yet no clear idea of the thing. 

The proposal to construct drains in the Bengal villages, and that in the 
face of cminent medical testimony to the effect that want of drains is not the 
principal cause of malaria, shows that the authorities have no knowledge of 
the country. Sir Charles himself is not expected to know much of Bengal, but 
are there not among his counsillors men who can explain the matter to him. 
and so induce him to give up the idea ? | 


45. Referring-to. the Dacca case under the Consent Act, in which the 
7 accused has been acquitted by the High Court, the. 
Sudhakar of the 1st June observes that the Act 
has placed unbcunded powers for mischief in the hands of the relatives of gil- 
wives. The writer foresaw this, and therefore objected to its passing. Every- 
hody now sces that the Act will destroy the honour of many respectable 
people. ) 
46. The Pratikar of the 1st June says that there may be need for 
The Sanitary Drainage Bill and Improved drainage in the mutfassal, but there is an 
water scarcity, incalculably greater need for a supply of drinking. 
water. Scarcity of drinking-water is felt in every village, and it behoves the 
District Boards to cease wasting their funds and devote them to the excavation 
and re-excavation of tanks. Government is, however, sure to pass its Sanitary 
Drainage Dill, and impose a fresh burden on the people. 
47, The Suraswat Patra of the 2nd June says that the majority of the 
. 3 | people do not believe that malaria is due to want 
ee ry eee oe of drainage. The disease is most prevalent in 
North and West Bengal, where the land-level is mostly high, and the soil is 
therefore generally dry. It is not-seprevalent in East Bengal, though this 
part of the country consists mostly of marshes, and remains under water for 
n goodly portion of the year. All that can be said in support of the Govern- 
ment’s theory is that bad drainage may be a secondary cause of malaria. 


It is admitted on all hands that there is a severe scarcity of drinking-water 
in the mufassal, and that this want of good drinking-water is one of the causes 
not only of malaria, but of many other discases. On this point both the Govern- 
ment and the people are agreed. 

Tho people also think that insufficient feeding is another cause of the 
disease, and are supported in this view by eminent physicians, who say that 
ill-fed men are very lable to be attacked by disease germs. But as Government 
will not admit this theory, the writer deems it useless to expatiate upon 1. | 

Considering, therefore, that the whole country is opposed to the perme 
Drainage Bill, it behoves the Government to withdraw it. Drainage works will 
he absolutely impossible in East Bengal, and, if undertaken, will involve enormous 
expenditure. And so, when men like Drs. Lethbridge, Lyons, and Smith 
have attributed malaria to insufficient feeding, Government will act unwisely 
if it imposes a fresh tax on an already half-starved population. 4 

The writer once more humbly prays Government to give up the Bill, an 
make spec.l arrangements for drainage in places where it is most wantce 
It is the supply of drinking-water which ought to occupy the Governme:t§ 
attention now. aud arrangements for it can be easily made out of the road cess 
funils, | ) 


The Consent Act. 
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V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


48. The Hitavadi of the Ist June publishes a letter from a correspondent 
| writing from the village Barab, within the Narayan- 
Scarcity in Sav _ ganj thana, in the Dacca district, in which if 1s 
complained that great scarcity prevails in the tract, 48 miles long and 15 miles 
broad, known as Suvarnagran.. Nowhere within this tract did crops grow well 
last year. The cultivators cannot get food even by _ parting with their brass 
and copper utensils, neither can they get loan or work. It 1s wailing every- 
Many hundreds have become emaciated — from starvation. Many 
Musalman, Nama Sudra and Yugi families cannot get even one sufficient meal 
at intervals of two or three days. Such isthe state of things within the 50 
villages from Dhamgar to Murapara and from Kachpur to Langalband, about the 
condition of which the correspondent has made minute enquiries. If prompt 
rolief is not granted, many deaths from starvation will take place. ‘T'he reason 
why no report has yet reached Government is that the sufferers are mostly 
ignorant people. : | 
> 49. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 2nd June complains of 
extreme distress among the raiyats of Sonargaon in 
the Dacca district. A very large number of 
Musalman, Nama Sudra and Yugi families, residing 
in fifty villages between Dhamgar and Murapara and Kachpur and Langal- 
bandh Panchami Ghat get only one meal at intervals of two to three days, and 
if relicf does not quickly come, a large number of people will die of starvation. 


arnagram, Dacca. 


where. 


listress in Sonargaon in the 
Dacca district. 


VI.—MIsceLLANeEovus, . 


50. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 3lst May considers tree- 
marking by the Hindus as a sign that they are 
preparing against the ensuing Bagr-Jd festival. 

51. The Banganivasi of the 1st June says that now that this year’s Bagr-Id 
festival is at hand, the Anglo-Indian editors, who 
are always bent on exciting quarrels between 
Hindus and Musalmans, should be particularly careful not to write in a manner 
which may be calculated to wound the feelings of either of the two peoples. 
Government may have acted wisely in stationing troops in different parts of 


The treeemarking question. — 


The coming Baqr-Id. 


the North-Western Provinces, but there is an equal chance of the step contribut- 


ing toa breach of the peace. A large number of petitions have been . already 
submitted to Government for permission to slaughter cows, but it is hoped that 
Government will be particularly careful in granting them. 

The wise action of the Bengal Government will, it is hoped, avert quarrels 
in Bihar. The people of Bihar, and specially the Gorakshani Sabhas, cannot be 
too carcful in their conduct at such a juncture. The slightest indiscretion on 
the part of the Sabhas will endanger their existence. | 

12. ‘The same paper says that this year’s birthday honour list is rather 
a meagre one, and contains very few Bengali names, 


The birthday h ; : ; I 
i» IAGRy BOOORTS and the Bengali names it does contain are not well 


known to the public. | 
d3. The Samay of the 1st June remarks as follows on the rejection of the 
proposal for simultaneous examinations :— 

The dominant race could not make up their 
| mind to part with the loaves and fishes, of which 
they have so long had a monopoly. But as it was necessary to assign a reason 
for the rejection of the proposal, it has been stated that the admission of too 
nany natives in the Civil Service would be prejudicial to the stability of British 
rule, Aye forsooth! natives are not admitted to the high offices in the army, 
they have been deprived of the use of arms by the Arms Act, the executive 
administration is entirely in the hands of Englishmen, and yet the safety of the 
sritish mpire in India will be endangered if a few native Judges try offences 
= a sentences. In our childhood we read in ‘sop that a villain is never 
“* loss for a plea to justify his crime, and we find this illustrated here. __ 

”+. The ITitavadi of the 1st June says that great was the rejoicing in 


The simultaneous examination 
Question, 


The failure 


of the si 
CTaminar | imultaneous 


208 proposal, : : 
Parliament. High hopes were awakened 


India when Mr. Paul’s proposal for simultaneous 
examinations in England and India was accepted by 


y that 
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roposal, And it is India’s ill-luck and nothing else that those hopes have now 
aie blasted by a Secretary of State like Mr. Fowler, working under a Libera] 
Ministry. There is nothing surprising in the fact that all the Provincia] 
Governments should have disapproved of Mr. Paul’s proposal, for most of +ha 
Indian authorities are native haters who seek to hide their selfishness under g 

cloak composed. of a professed sense of duty and love of the people. 
55. The same paper publishes extracts from the proceedings of the 


Barrackpore Cantonmeut Committee, held on { 
citesure Ee aa aes 8th May 1894, as well as a letter from the leaae 
clerk. | ment Magistrate of Barrackpore, to the District 
Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, from which it appears that Lieutenant-Colone] 
Freeth, the Officer Commanding at Barrackpore, and the other members of the 
Cantonment Committee tried hard to get the Cantonment clerk, Babu Fatikla] 
Mukharji, dismissed for his presumption in having applied for summons against 
the Commanding Officer, who had assaulted him. The writer cannot help thank- 
ing the Cantonment Magistrate, Mr. Marson, for his strict sense of duty and 
justice. But for his support, the poor clerk would have lost his appointment. 

The proceedings of this Freeth and his associates in this connection 
clearly show how mean this class of men are. These men have no sense of 
truth, justice and righteousness. They hate the natives, and think that the lives 
and sense of self-respect of the natives have no value. These scoundrels feel no 
scruple to enter into machinations for the purpose of dismissing a faithful 
servant of Government, 

If the clerk had died from the effects of beating, his death would have been 
attributed to a rupture of the spleen. Buthe did not die, and presumed to apply 
for a summons against an Englishman. These hardhearted fiends are therefore 
of opinion that the clerk ought to be dismissed. What they desire is that they 
should abuse and beat natives at their sweet will and pleasure, and the latter 
should bear all that in silence. It need hardly be said that by seeing these 
vulgar people behave in this way, the natives are losing their respect for English- 
men. ‘These beasts never care for their country’s reputation. They have only 
the vanity of fools, the cruelty of tigers and bears, and an inclination to maltreat 
natives right and left. 

The matter has now come before the Bengal Government, and it remains to 
be seen what Sir Charles Elliott does. Will Sir Charles be afraid of the mill- 
tary man or trample upon justice from a love of his countrymen? The writer 
does not distrust His Honour so much. He -has every hope that His Honour 
will bring Freeth and his associates to their senses, so that they may understand 
that simply because they have the white skin, they should not consider themselves 
entitled to oppress Her Majesty’s black subjects, that the blacks are not their 
born slaves, and that the blacks are made of flesh and blood, have a sense of self- 
respect, and can feel pleasure and pain just like Englishmen. If Sir Charles can 
make these hardhearted fiends seo this, he will not have ruled Bengal in vain. 

06. The Sanjivani of the 2nd June cannot say what the consequences of 
the tree-marking affair will be. Some people attn- 
bute it to sedition, others to the cow-protection 
propeganae, and others, again, to a religious movement having its origin 1 

fepal. 

57. Referring to the views which, according to the Times newspaper, Sit 

7 a a ee Charles Elliott has expressed regarding the tone 
Ellictt’s adminiseatinn °S of the Bengali newspapers, the same paper writes 
as follows :— | 

It was in an evil moment that Sir Charles Elliott was appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. He hes no knowledge of these provinces. He had only 
experience of the North-Western Provinces and Assam when he came to rule 
Bengal, and that is why ho has committed so many blunders. The policy of 
his administration is one which is opposed to progress of all kinds, an Bengali 
newspapers have therefore attacked him most violently. He might have put up 
with these newspaper attacks, but he can never forget that, as a result of those 
adverse criticisms in the native press, his acts have been reversed by Parliament, 


The tree-marking affair. 


and he has earned a bad name in England. Sir Charles has now been for four 


years at the head of the Bengal Administration, but he has not been yet able 
to understand the Bengalis. Those educated Bengalis who have studi 
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elieve that there is no Government so excellent as the 
Milton, and hile they are, on the one hand, admirers of the English Govern- 
sant, ther do not, on the other, fear to protest strongly against the acts of 
“hose officials who bring disgrace on that Government, and oppress people by 
lowing a policy of causeless zulm and zubberdustism. 

53, The Charu Mihir of the 5th June has the following :— 


The marking of mango trees in Bihar has 


Government’s treatment of the Fiven yiso both here and in England to many 
people. questions regarding the stability of British rule. 
Ve, for ourselves, have hitherto paid no heed to this matter, for it is our belief 
that India is still attached to the English Government. No educated man, able 
+o draw in his own mind the horrible picture of the misery, anarchy, disturb- 
ance, and bloodshed which will be the ‘inevitable consequence of a sudden 
eubyersion of British rule, can desire its overthrow. However great the dis- 
aatisfaction that is shown in the newspapers of Bengal, nay, of India, that 
lissatisfaction means nothing else and nothing worse than a wish for a reform 
of the administration. We have not therefore been able up to this time to 
‘nd any political meaning in the tree-marking in Bihar. But it 1s not still wise 
to disregard any signs of the times. In spite of England’s desire to the contrary, 
the English officials in India have always treated India neglectfully. Their 
boast 1s that the unconquerable energy which has founded an English empire 
in this far-off country will never know defeat before weak India, and that the 
iron arm of the English will always triumph on the field of battle. The only 
power that need be feared is Russia. But she, too, can be kept off by diplo- 
macy. Russian troops will never be able to cross the Afghan frontier. _ 

But a policy so narrow cannot be favourable to the stability of British rule. 
We often ii Be how the far-sighted English officials fail to see this. Even 
after a century and-a-half’s domination in this country, England looks upon it 
asa foreign country. The English Government has still the same distrust of 
India which a conquering nation has of a newly-conquered people and countr 
India sees this in every measure of the Government, in every act of the officials. 
Nothing but this universal suspicion and distrust could have made the officials 
express the opinion about the Civil Service examination which they have now 
expressed, or could have caused the Secretary of State to refuse to carry out the 
Parliamentary resolution on the ground on which he has refused to carry it out. 

It is surprising that Government has not been able, even in this long time, 
ti) liclieve implicitly in the devotion of any people or of any class of people in 
India, By his want of confidence in his tindu subjects, Aurangzebe paved the 
way for the overthrow of the great Moghul Empire. We would have said 
nothing if there had been nothing but distrust. But Government is dail 


becoming less attentive to the internal administration of the country, It seems— 


as if the officials are caring less and less whether the country is well governed, 
= there is sufficient food in the country, and whether the people enjoy 
Contentment. 


ntentm It is considered weakness to grant the people’s prayers. The 
ofhicials in this country ‘cannot also in many cases bear the interference of 
arliament. The contempt which Lord Lansdowne expressed in words for 
whament on the eve of his departure has now been expressed in action by 
io rejection of the proposal for simultaneous Civil Service examinations. And 
: lat docs India see in this? She sees that the Indian Governors are beyond 
ed control of that Paliament, which is her last refuge, and at whose nod the 
"ry King of England feels his crown slipping off his head, and that these 
“vernors can do anything they wish. 

__ 48 there any one detail of the Indian administration which the Governors 
sie attended to? Inspite of the dire poverty reigning in the country, they are 
ea increasing the burden of taxation. No one, who has not lived long 
at ar or the North-Western Provinces, can form an idea of the poverty that 
cy there, The most important task before a Governor in this country is 
ee this poverty, to secure full daily meals to the people, and to 
sie the burden of taxation. But instead of doing any of these things, the 
hi ment sets about granting compensation to English officers. After the 
fi ee nassion granted by Government to slaughter cows, the severe punishments 
ee: Cd by the Allahabad High Court in the cow-slaughter riot cases, the iis- 
"ston of one justice to natives, and of another to Englishmen, and the 
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contemptuous treatment to which natives are subjected by individual F 
men, the Indians cannot be expected to remain content. Government can 
easily separate the executive and judicial functions. But it does not do thi, 
and keeps up an arrangement which is productive of much hardship. The 
fnal decision about the AKumbha méla was not also such as could be accepted 
with joy by the North-Western Provinces. We humbly beg to represent , 
Government that the principle on- which the Indian administration h 
hitherto conducted is one which no longer suits the country. The discontey: 
in the country will increase if Goyernment fails to read the signs of tho times 
and does not keep itself abreast of the progress the country is making, 1, 
allow discontent to gather strength in secret is opposed to liberal policy. 
Sviase faniin, 59. The Sulabh Daintk of the 5th June has the following :— 
June Sth, 1804, Hs on pee stn a The smearing of the mango trees in Bihar has 
imation ta Silat. given rise to various speculations, and different 
people are accounting for the fact in different ways, 
Many persons in England consider the incident as the precursor of anothe; 
mutiny, not a few regard it as the prelude to a religious revolution, while some— 
and they are very few in number—sce nothing strange or unusual in the matter, 
and pvoh-pooh it altogether. But the number of those whom the incident | 
has alarmed is larger than the number of those who are laughing it away, 
Signs of fear much like those which are said to have been noticed before the 
outbreak of the mutiny are also visible among the Anglo-Indian officials. 

But why all this fear and uneasiness? If at the mere sight of some 
chupatis one must get paralysed with fear, the sovereign can do nothing better 
than leave his throne and retire into a forest for good. But it is to be observed 
that nobody has now done anything to produce this fear in your minds, The 
chupatis on the present occasion may or may not be an indication of an 
approaching mutiny, but it is certain that your present uneasiness is only a 
creation of your own conscience. We must say freely and fearlessly that it is 
not chupatis that have produced this fear, but your own conscience, your own 
sense of right and wrong, and the thought of the consequences of poe own 
actions, Englishmen, you have come to India. Just think what you have had 
to do in taking possession of this country. Lay your hand on your heart and 
say, if the wicked Mir Jaffer had not proved a traitor, and if the oppressions of 
Sirajuddowla had not reached their fat what mighty efforts would it not 
have cost you to make a conquest of India? But the goddess of fortune has 
been always favourable to you, and that is why Siraja’s oppressions reached 
their culminating point, Mir Jaffer’s love of gold led him to deliver his kingdom 
into your hands, and your Clive was able with a handful of troops to defeat the 
countless hosts of the Nawab. If the case had been otherwise, your handful 
of men would have been pulverised into atoms. But that was not to be. 
Providence was kind to you, and that is why, O Englishmen, jane victorious 
banner is floating over India, and the map of India is painted red all round. 
Ranjit Singh felt your power and acknowledged it. But, my Lords, have you 
been able to make a proper use of that power? Your power is unbounded, 
your power is invincible. Have you left the Indians in the enjoyment © 
strongth and influence, sufficient to enable them to raise their head against yo"! 
authority? Then why do you, my Lords, fear so much? From the In oa 
you have nothing to fear. But it is your want of foresight and lack of sens 
that has now agitated you so much. It is your conscience that is frightenINs 
you so much. As for the Indians, they are a quiet, loyal people, and there 
is no ground whatever for your fearing them. ot a 

You have oppressed the Indians at every turn, and it is your belief t a 
your Indian subjects have ceased to be loyal. But who is responsible ; 
this behef? You look down upon the Indians as creatures worse ~ 
than dogs and jackals, and you have by means of your rigorous laws 
reduced them to a position worse even than that of slaves. ‘he pases 
have forgotten that they live under British rule. ‘There is almost no rng 
the face of the earth which does not heartily worship Englishmen, who, ¥ A 
they live in their own country, are like gods. That these very Englistn 
have become objects of greater fear to the Indians than Death himeelf, 18 ¥ — 
and solely due to the rigour of your administration. You do not trust ther 
Judians, or place auy reliance on their words, and you have, above all o 


nglish. 


() 
as been 


fon 


ano wid Dan digheh pte in bial Op Stieber : ae : aceite 
' » nt i * pt a “er oh Say Mf i amt moar yee 
~ Kee ee ampes ane  Gasips >. oe es Ree ; 
os ‘ 


p “ = - . - _ . . . 5 ee . - +9 
’ a ‘ Sh RES 4 2S SPO PAG Shs ewer = ~ <¥ >> ae a ae - erate 
WS oe at 4. . — * < . Sree oe. i 9 ee Ro a= he é ~ e pve ettiaed,. > TS Beet 
a ‘ « . . a < 4 . < > . * Wa 
eR seen ROU lt err Mya Rite TBE Sk eg ~e o. ~ ~ ne ar ores tee a oe a bak ow ‘ a — > es > 4 
a TN GS BIg PE emt, oe ® 1 : oti. > efthcis agate e9 Rowe Sk a 
estes ‘ pen INS te aN ; yd ; Se ee eee wr ~ 
r — ¥ « 4 =. * AS - . ae ‘Mee , 2 ou. . 
: _— . Su. 4 : * . NE BA, ag. ke aa % aS. grand <2 = 
4 > ere \ . ae = . > ~*~ 
— = = vce . we 2 — . . . AIM _ 
‘ . . Sa eeD ae Se 
ee See a 


_ we ~ > . Ae = _ : - - — 

Shep ee Ce ee’ ee eee Rh PRS ca SE ae ‘ * 
Pies . » 
i> 


v= sm al p> 4 bs 
gS AEG PRIORY Re &  Mepot ba tae calls aie callnetabinTaihr a 
> OT, a ee ae. >>. are we. | ca pete atte - 
ie - al Joe? . ep +e * eC a hate ha ce = 
iy ae a ¥ A a7) “3 ghz 
- ee ROY daa . ~ " wea, rte. See ee « ; 


‘A 
, 
; $e 
es 2, 
. = 
» Bei 
‘ 
w 
% 
. 
4 7 
2) 
: 
y . 
Be 
* 
so 
> 
oe 
Bx 
9 
e ri 
+4 
7 ea 
4 P 
26 
es 
ote 
ee 
> 
s &. 
Pea 
EF 
Ly . 
x 4 
(a> 
ry 
es i. 
ae; 
ry * 
’ x 
vg 
| » a 
et, © 
Se 
» oe : 
‘J x 
er 
ey 
- 
- M4 ¥ 
a 
PP ake 
y a4 
Pa 
A ¢ 
oe oe 
a 
Raat 
a: 
‘ 
Re 
Pe 
re x 
bs 
a, 
had 
~ 
; et 
. > 
a 
f 
te 
q rye; 
wy 
pad 
a 
LAI 
Be 
rs 
®. 
> 


x 

t 

P 

3 
’ a 
a 
re: 
a 
hed 
. 
te 
ae 
ia 
3 

7 


oe ae ae ee ad 
pots meal we 


i} 
, & 
, * 
« ‘ 
¥ } 
4 
ie te 
S 4? 
a Ts 
ia 
. ba 
. » 
: 
. 
7. 
a as 
¥ rs 
ps 
, ae 
3 
> i 7 
+ _ 
¥ ‘ 1% 
3 
#F 
es 
cia? 
\ 
> é 
Le x 
ire # 
“a CE BS 
: in ‘7 
“4 J 
ng 
= + ny 
Se : 
-. K 
oy. y 
ae 
i $i) 
Sie 
rs i mt 
ee os 
: =) 
a? 5 
§ wm : 
pe fe 
# 
aie ¥ 2 
" 
$ 


Ria eh 6 oe 


- - we + > + ‘+ Pr. » § —' - r Ce is oo wn ote . eee |" ae ee ee - “ae é al 4 
~) we. <a BB Pt a 3 % Fae iaipe ee fares NR gi ter | oe egg ee ae ES TT de ahs eae et aad, FS ROS: A IRR GF arts ape Se Ging ese Ay . 
+ + & i , ¥ - Pad . Saeed > SRE ee, < ~ Am. Fae SS eS Re Pa tn” ae, Ge oe ad, ? PA Ps . 
. i. ao aa OM eee RS . $x me SF eS By at oes eS > a 2 5 ay eel < é a < we Site * pa. im 5 Ge ng ME GE STS 


> —_ 


( 447 ) 


srings, espoused the cause of tho Musalmans and begun to oppress the gene 
Wherever you find a Musalman bringing a criminal case against a Hindu, 0 
x oflicer. trying 1f is a civilian, then the Hindu 18 sure to be o soe4 an 
alt to jul, and the Musalman is sure to come out victorious. — O ne a i 
-, +. this policy of bias and partiality that now makes your conscience tremble 1n 
rie aul it is for this that at the sight of cowdung plasters you have got para- 
cael on dread. It is not the Indians, who have frightened you. 

és filia was always famous for her wealth, and her sons had never had to 
affer from scarcity of food. But under your rule, the Indians are ; compa 
misery, and stung by the pangs of hunger, they are rending earth " : y we 
‘ier cries. Unable to appease her hunger, the unfortunate mother feels not the 
ast hesitation in murdering even the baby at her breast, and respectable 
women find themselves compelled to part with their honour and chastity—that 
‘waluable treasure of theirs—and betake themselves to a life of shame and 
iserace. Dearth of food is now about to convert the once smiling Indian 
home into a vast cremation ground. But Englishmen, rulers though you are, 
have vou ever sympathised with your subjects in these their sorrows and diffi- 
aikies? Even the Famine Fund you have diverted to other and different 
purposes. When have you felt for your subjects ¢ Where is your love for or 
jar of the Indian people? You seem to think that you have conquered India by 
the sword, and that by the sword you will keep it. But, my Lords, it 1s your 
pride of strength and power that has now agitated you. IH you had ever 
svinpathised with your subjects and listened to their piteous wails, the cow- 
dang plasters could not have produced fear in your minds. Not to speak of 
these plasters, even hundreds of thousands of your enemies’ swords brandished 
over your heads would have been unable to frighten a hair of your head. But 
this you have been unable to sce. In the pride of power and in the strength of 
vour sword you have lost your god-like greatness. Hence it is that ie {cel all 
this painful anxiety today, that perplexed with fear and doubt, and stung by 


your conscience, you have become restless. ‘lhe cowdung plaster is of no im- 
portance. It is either a madman’s freak or a symbol possessing only a local 


sivnificance, and no political meaning whatever. 

There have been fearful riots in Bihar and the North-Western Provinces 
over the question of cow-slaughter. The flame kindled by Sir Charles Crosth- 
waite Was fanned by your previous Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne, with the result 
that the confidence of tie thity crores of Indians in their Government has 
received a rude shock. But Sir Charles Crosthwaite is still flourishing in all 
lis glory, and Lord Lansdowne is passing his time merrily in England. Have 
vou, Lnelshmen, ever taken them to tusk for all these riots? And Sir Charles 
Liiott, who fills the Bengal musnud, is enacting a disgraceful farce of justice b 
“ivIng promotion to judicial officers who have been censured by the Hieh 
Court. Lave you ever in the discharge of your kingly duties called him to 
account, or asked for any explanation from Lord Lansdowne, the man who was 
the cause of the ruin of Manipur and the slaughter of Tikendrajit, for thoso 
acts of oppression, or adopted any remedial measures? And it is because yon 
have not done this, and are conscious of the oppressions which have becn, and 

wre still beine, committed by the officials in this country, that the cowdune 
plasters in Bihar have filled your minds with fear and apprehension. : 
| uropeans frequently murder natives and are, after trial, let off by European 
indees with the result that they are emboldened to murder more natives. 
: we you ever done anything to check this evil? Itis the memory of all 
tis wre nedoing on your part that now fills your mind with fear and uneasi- 
hess, Mhe wicked king Kansa, who had murdered Devaki’s children, used to 
¥2 roused from his sleep by uneasy dreams in which he saw staring at him the 
lok op fl Oe Ioshabe Ee abianesd bs acer bee ae ee 
. are sul ssion, they will not desire 
tobe raled by any power other than the English. No other European Govern- 
Ment is so liberal as the Enelish. The happiness which we enjoy under your 
ve ia spite of the existence of manifold Oppression canne 
“av Which any other foreign power with all its anxiety to seek our welfare may 
ab bey onus. Wehave heard of Siberia; we have no faith in French repub- 
“bin or theories of equality. Uistory bears witness to the oppressions 
' plevail in Germany. The Indians have no other resource left but to 
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oe 


seck your protection. But owing to the faults of your officials, the 
feel deeply grieved. Give them Justice, and sympathise with them, Cod 
has set you to rule over these thirty crores of Indians.. How MANY soverejen. 
are there in this world so lucky as you are? Why will you throw all justice 
and dharma overboard? Why will you show respect to Lansdowne an, 
Elliott? You ought to look upon all as equals. If Lord Lansdowne Wa 
a good Viceroy, respect him by all means; if not, give him a good less, 
Try to understand from Elliott’s policy and Crosthwaite’s acts whether or pn, 
the Indians alone are to blame. If they are, punish them, and we shall 
bow to your decision. And if those whom you have appointed Judges ahys, 
their powers, they should also be tried, for you are judges above all, Yo, 
are the sovercign. No matter whether it is the Viceroy or the Lieutenant. 
Governor, they are all of them your paid servants and you are their master. 
And as master, have you not authority to see what your servants are doing? | 
if you have not, you are no sovercign, and the empire should not be yours, 
and you should retire intoa forest. Government should re-assure the public 
inind and let the power of the people to develop, ‘lhe Indians have been 
always a loyal people and look upon their rulers as gods. We do not admit 
that there can be no loyalty without loyalty to Lord Lansdowne. Treat the 
Indians kindly, and there will be no fear from any quarter. The Indians do 
not know what rebellion is, and there is no cause for rebellion. There can 
be no doubt that, compared with other Governments and in spite of all its 


faults, the English Government has conferred a large amount of happiness on 
the Indians. 


Indians 


5 
1. 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


60. The Srihattavasi for the first fortnight of Jyaistha is extremely 


Mr. Ward sorry that it - cannot, on the eve of Mr. Ward's 


departure from India on leave, congratulate him cn 
any good action done by him. 


61. The same paper says that the hailstorms of last winter completely 

The prospects of the crops in destroyed the boro crop in the Sylhet district, and 
the Sylhet district the sudden rise of water which has taken place so 
carly this year will seriously damage the aus crop. The price of rice 1s rising. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Transiator. 
Benoa TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 9th June 1894. 
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